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Method

The proposal arose from a large amount of site visits by
cycling, walking and running, in different times of the
day, in and around the project site, and in most of the
surroundings across the reflection site. The ethos is one
of experiencing the site from the human scale to reflect
and reach conclusions. An extensive bibliography was
consulted to get a better understanding of the societal
and philosophical aspects of planning in general and of
Hyllie specifically.

The big picture

In an uncertain world—one with social, climatic, and
economic volatility—the future is disruptive and resil-
ient urban forms must be ready to meet it.

The good soil

Hyllie’s fantastic soil is the product of several thousand
years of processing—keeping its structure makes it
more resilient, able to keep water, and species to thrive
in it and make possible to cultivate food and other
resources for the area.

This calls for a preservation of the untouched former
agricultural field in the project site, a unique trace in
heart of Hyllie that bears testimony of Skane’s agrarian
history. Any further development must be done with
the utmost care. We thus find inspiration in the caring
hidden forces in the soil that make life on Earth possi-

ble — fungi.

Fungi are inconspicuous because of the small size of
their structures and their cryptic lifestyles in soil or

on dead matter. Fungi are the hidden guardians of the
soil, without which there would be no life on earth.
Their role in the ecosystems’ circle of life is paramount,
decomposing and composing the matter that’s avail-
able to life on Earth. Fungi remind us that everything
decays, and we live and breathe in the space that de-
composition leaves behind.

Zooming in

Hyllie is soon 15 years old, as the Citytunnel opened
in 2010. Malmé municipality aims to finish the whole
development in another 15 years. The current archi-
tecture paradigm is sustainable urban development,
where Hyllie is envisioned and built as a complete
state, you could call it an eco-modernist urbanism. It is
marketed as Northern Europe’s greenest district where
urban development is geared towards growth (sport
events, infrastructure, mainstream live events, con-
ferences, shopping malls etc., later described as green
investments), but how sustainable is this?

Hyllie is an example of expansionism, where construc-
tion started right in the open fields, far from adjacent
built structures. Hyllie is in denial of the existing city
through its very design and socio-political rationale.
It’s full of non-places, spaces of transience where hu-
man beings remain anonymous, and that do not hold
enough significance to be regarded as “places” in their
anthropological definition. These are the motorways,
hotel rooms, airports and shopping malls everywhere
around central Hyllie.

Hyllie beyond the glossy brochures

Urban researcher Guy Baeten argues that Hyllie rep-
resents the neoliberalization of Malmd, shaped by a
contradictory urban logic that seeks to attract capital,
white middle-class residents, and the creative class,
while distancing itself from the social and spatial re-
alities of the existing city. Though its planning builds
on the legacy of the Social Democratic Million Pro-
gramme, it does so by negating it—positioning itself
as a fresh start, where the past, whether agricultural
landscapes or working-class histories, is erased in favor
of sleek urbanism and regional spectacle. An “ensemble
of objects” pop up, according to Malmg's tradition of
large gestures and buildings (be it Kronprinsen, Koc-
kum’s crane, Turning Torso or Malmé Live, and now

Hyllie).

Originally earmarked for the Million Programme,
Hyllie was reimagined to counter white flight, with
around 70% of its housing now being condominiums
designed to attract residents from #he West, rather than
addressing the housing needs of immigrant communi-
ties coming from zhe East. It functions as an autarkic
enclave, integrated into an exclusive regional infra-
structure stretching from Copenhagen to Brunnshog,
yet spatially disconnected from adjacent Millon Pro-
gramme neighborhoods like Holma, Kroksbick and
Lindeborg—areas left without access to the same level
of transit or investment. The planning documents state
clearly that Hyllie should have a clear identity: cosmo-
politan resundian.

Despite the rhetoric of creating a “threshold zone”
(stadsbryn) between agricultural land and the urban
ones in southern Hyllie, both the ever-rushing in-

ner and outer Ring road reinforces its physical and
symbolic separation from the rest of the city. The
project originally unfolded without public debate or
counter-narratives—no real alternative vision was ever
presented. Planning appears to have prioritized global
competitiveness over long-term social integration.

Ask anyone in the city what they think about the
shopping milieus and the almost “CBD” (corporate
business district) character of Hyllie—and they’ll most
likely tell you that Hyllie is ugly, impersonal, cold,
empty, and silent. This being in sharp contrast to the
vision and target in the comprehensive planning doc-
uments: there are dreams of vibrant city streets and
lively commerce but these shine with their absence
unless you are inside the shopping mall Emporia.

Outside business hours and the opening hours of
Emporia, Hyllie is an empty and desolate place, the
character of which is amplified by the towering sky-
scrapers and large corporate offices. The residential
areas are certainly calm and quiet, full of greenery and
a place for rest for its residents, but the vibrant city
life is missing. Most shops are beauty salons, skin care
and beauty clinics, massage studios, hairdressers and
barbershops. The superb communications that brought
Hyllie may be its curse: as many people that come to
Hyllie to live may as well leave Hyllie to work some-
where else, creating an eerie and uncanny character of
both being a sleeping town and a dense urban area.

Like the Million Programme and Bo01 before it, Hyl-
lie tries to reinvent the city without acknowledging

its history, and in doing so, risks perpetuating segre-
gation, tension, and future conflict. How can be sure
that current development will not end the same way as
the Million Programme in the 70’s, when overproduc-
tion led to 20% of all MKB’s apartments to be vacant?

Contradictions and glitches

Hyllie is clearly a paradoxical space despite of its
visions of becoming a sustainable record-breaking
neighborhood. The area is full of glitches like the new
high-profile sustainability project Embassy of Sharing
being funded—at least in part—by an oil billionaire.
A shopping mall with international brands’ flagship
stores coexist with generous parking garages where you
can long-term park you bicycle or car on your way to
Kastrup airport, 11 min away.

The history of Hyllie is denied as none of the new
buildings relate to its agricultural history or architec-
tural tradition—traces of history are marginal and will
soon be engulfed by the new developments—Ilike Hyl-
lie horse club and its equestrian trails along the area, a
trace of Hyllie’s rural background that is in sharp jux-
taposition to Emporia shopping mall several hundred
meters away.

Emporia is Hyllie’s crown jewel, a modern day bazaar
with 25,000 visitors from all imaginable nationalities
converging from all corners of Oresund every day.
Emporia’s sustainability profile is not questioned, as
the eco-shoppers have access to a green rooftop park
that contributes with additional space for socialization,
relaxation, and ecosystem services, but it also plays an
important part in prolonging each visitor’s stay at the

shopping mall. Emporia is a seductive space where its
power on us doesn’t necessarily preach out it’s domi-
nance, but it literally swallows us into its interior with
its spectacular architecture. How do we create an alter-
native to this?

In style, expression, and planning, we must move away
from the shopping-ification and advertising-ification
of space, where even urban design contributes to a
consumerist escapism. M. C. Boyer argues that mod-
ern public spaces in cities have become a form of “arti-
ficial” and “fake” landscapes. She sees them as visually
appealing but superficial, resembling advertisement
spaces that sell an illusion of pleasure. These new, pri-
vatized spaces are, a kind of “corporate programming
of needs,” separated from the “real” public realm with
its diversity and conflicts. They offer a “numbed social
world” based on synthetic charm and fiction.

.
Let it go

Modernist urban planning fills the city to the brim
with imperatives and rules. It is against the city—an-
ti-urban—because functionalists see their duty as
transforming the chaos of the city into a neat and
transparent order. We technicians often transform
probabilistic statements to deterministic ones, and
assert our neutral role. But architecture is never neutral
and even though its formulated as a “service profes-
sion”, it takes part in the reproduction of values. Plan-
ning too much leads to a city filled with rituals, as in

a boring party where everything is planned too much.
Let’s make space for an urban party in Hyllie.

Searching for the soul of urbanity

The search for the soul of the urban is something that
has put planners into work since antiquity. Urbs meant
originally walled town in Latin, and isn’t a better de-
limited Hyllie a more urban one? Bill Hillier argues
that urbanity is no other less than many bodies in the
same physical space. Dutch architect and theorist John
Habraken teaches us that a town that aspires to be as
finite as a painting, a book or a piece of music must be
delimited—Ilike any of the beautiful cities of the world
like Stockholm or Venice—beauty is in the delimita-
tion—so a continued outward expansion for Hyllie
should be discouraged. We need to strive for develop-
ment inward, to take care of what there is, and develop
according to the conditions present.

This leads to increased urbanity within the project site
and increasing the number of bodies in it. As sociol-
ogist William H Whyte stated: “What attracts people
most, it would appear, is other people.” The more, the
merrier, in other words.

Making possible the impossible

The philosopher Slavoj Zizek argues that in our
post-political world, the state is an agent servicing the
needs of the market forces and multiculturalist tolerant
humanitarianism instead of being a space of litigations
which the excluded can protest the wrong/injustice
done to them. We are in desperate need of not only
genuine politics (and genuine urbanism), where we
seek “the moment in which a particular demand is not
simply part of the negotiation of interests but aims at
something more. It is literally about demanding the
impossible, making the impossible happen”.

Geographer Erik Swyngedouw concludes that in prop-
er urban democratic politics, the city is thus a space of
dissensus and disagreement, with its places for enun-
ciating the different and the staging of the voices of
those unheard or unnoticed.

Where in Hyllie—and by extension Malmé—do these
conflicts surface? Where can we trace the fissures left by

the global urban forces shaping the city?

Spaces of fissures in Malmo

Malmé already has places like Norra Gringesbergsga-
tan (NGBG) where large-scale and poorly maintained
workshops and storage buildings have created a dis-
order which unexpectedly catalyzed its revitalization,

offering artists, migrants, refugees, and economically
constrained newcomers the chance to inhabit and
repurpose spaces for cultural, commercial, spiritual,
and residential use. If we want something similar to
happen in Hyllie, we need to create the right condi-
tions, the right process, not a finished object or vision.
This incoherent multiplicity of city life is more an asset
than a threat to the transition towards a sustainable
society.

Ed Soja, the geographer who devised the concept of
Thirdspace—an expanded understanding of space that
combines the physical, the imagined, and the lived—
would agree that NGBG fits the Thirdspace definition.
And here, on the project site, at the meeting point
between Holma, Kroksbick, Lindeborg, Hyllie, and
beyond, we allow the (im)possible Hyllie to be created.

It is within these fissures, cracks, and ree” spaces that
nodes for experimenting with new urban possibilities
emerge. In these in-between zones—the fragments
left untouched by the “glocal ”urban police order that
regulates, allocates, and distributes—new cultural and
social practices take root. These are the spaces where
alternative ways of living, working, and expressing

are tested, where social and political experimentation
unfolds, where affective economies are reshaped, and
where creative life is no longer tied to the fluctuations
of the stock market or pension funds. For this project,
we draw inspiration from what is already happening in
other parts of Malmé.

A psychoanalytical approach

Psychoanalysis is rarely considered in the context of
urban planning. Yet, as Freud suggested, we humans
often have no clear idea of what we truly want—our
real desires are unconscious. From this perspective, we
are not planning for the eyes, but for the body. Urban
environments are often best experienced by closing your
eyes and listening.

Is it not this peculiar attunement to sound and sensa-
tion that leaves a stronger imprint than vision—rooted
in our earliest life, when we lived in shadow and blind-
ness, held in the warm arms of our parents?

This approach suggests that happiness (and urbanism)
does not always arise from calm or harmony, but from
tension and conflict—as when parents sooth their dis-
tressed children by rocking and dancing, or when the

troubled or anxious instinctively reach for movement,
rthythm, or artistic expression as a form of relief.

Rethinking the role of the planner

“In a dysfunctional society, social adaptation may be very
dangerous. T he bomber pilor (perfectly adjusted) may be more
dangerous to the species that the schizophrenic in a guard that is
convinced that the Bomb is inside him.”

— R.D. Laing, Scottish psychiatrist

Our professional attitude, which is largely uncon-
scious, has its origin in superego demands on the in-
dividual and often convinces us to make decisions we
may not like.

Although we act according to what we think is best,
our disconnection from bodily senses and lived expe-
rience may lead us into unhappiness. Because we fail
to tune into our own bodies and experiences, we risk
acting in ways that go against our deeper needs.

The planner longs for predictability, order, and conflict
avoidance in order to create a safe and secure environ-
ment. In contrast, the flineur—the urban wanderer
who immerses themselves in the rhythms and details
of the city—welcomes movement, unpredictability,
bodily pleasures, and a multitude of impressions. To-
day, it is the flineur we are designing for. The fiercer
the urban scene, the more refreshing she finds it.

Our aversion to the unplanned stems from the ten-
dency to value form over formlessness, as understand-
ing, vision, and communication require things to be
reified—to be given shape. Let us admit that the task
is too difficult, that we cannot solve the complex prob-
lem of urbanity in a simple way.

That’s why we planners are under great pressure to
innovate, and the individual is expected to improve
something, in just a few hours, that has evolved over
centuries. The planner, confronted with the dissected
complexity of the city, masks his inadequacy to as-
semble its parts by emphasizing his individuality as

an artist. Architect Cristopher Alexander argues that
failing to recognize the true complexity of cities leads
to dissociation in individuals—a catastrophic outcome
that leads to schizophrenia and impending suicide.

We need to seriously step back from our own pro-
fession and be aware of what is going on in our own
minds, to stop profoundly misjudging what is and isn’t
happening, and to avoid minutely organizing a repres-
sive space. In our overly planning-focused approach,
we risk losing democratic values. The philosopher
Jacques Ranciére argues that consensual, techno-man-
agerial urbanism is not democratic: it seeks well-iden-
tified groups with fixed interests, values, and cultures,
suppressing difference and dissent.

Architect Bernard Rudofsky argues that we, as plan-
ners, are not actually equipped with an exceptional
insight into the problems of dwelling. Instead, we are
too often preoccupied with problems of business and
prestige. The planner’s interests are not the same as the
users’.

Rather than basing our practices on ambitions to fix,
order, organize, and clean up urban spaces, architects
and urban designers can assume the role of facilitators
and communicators—championing dialogue and
promoting the inclusion of self-builders and self-orga-
nizers.

Involution

The city of Malmé has constantly been evolving—Hyl-
lie represents the shift from the agrarian to the indus-
trial to the informational revolution, from medieval
agriculture to the land reforms (skiftersreformerna) to
the present, with the 21* century’s globally intercon-
nected human societies.

Urban development in Hyllie has been a linear rapid
growth from a tabula rasa—an apparent evolution
from an “inferior” to a “superior” state, mirroring the
logic of branching species in evolutionary trees.

Ecofeminist thinkers challenge this hierarchical per-
spective, suggesting instead that we understand evolu-
tion as involution: the tendency of organisms to asso-
ciate and entangle themselves with one another. The
word evolution fails to capture the ways in which or-
ganisms become deeply involved in each others lives.

We propose that Hyllie (and in extension the rest

of Malmé), should continue a process of involution
through a mycorrhizal urban strategy, in which partic-
ipants wander outside and beyond their prior limits
and functions. It is an ethics of interdependence—one
that neoliberal capitalism, oligarchism and authoritari-
an populism are extremely averse to.
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A mycorrhizal

urban strategy
Phases

1. hyphae 2. spores
bridges particpation

3. mushrooms 4. involution
urban form urban healing

Fungi

Fungi are the misunderstood beings of the natural
world. They are survivors of ecological disruption and
have got through periods of catastrophic changes, due
to their inventiveness, flexibility and propensity to
collaborate with other species. They have engaged in
symbioses in times of crisis, as we humans should be
doing right now.

Fungus is a eons-old companion to both humankind
and the rest of the natural world, being a spiritual
partner for indigenous and non-indigenous cultures all
around the world. Hyllie water tower’s resemblance to
a mushroom is striking— and its central role in sup-
plying water to the city, by drawing from a network

of infrastructure that gathers Skane’s groundwater,
could be seen as a kind of mycelial network on which
Malms already depends.

What is missing at the moment is Hyllie’s own myce-
lial network, and the mycorrhizal relationship between
the Hyllie that is and the one that it could be.

Enter mycorrhiza

Mpycorrhiza (from the Greek mykes meaning “fungi”
and rhiza meaning “roots”) describes the symbiotic
relationship between fungi and plants. Around 90 per-
cent of all plant species rely on mycorrhizal fungi. The
fungi attach to—or grow into—plant roots, helping
them absorb water and nutrients from the soil. In re-
turn, the plant supplies the fungi with sugars produced
through photosynthesis.

This mutual relationship enhances plant health, im-
proves soil structure, and strengthens ecosystem re-
silience. It can also increase agricultural productivity.
But mycorrhizal fungi do more than feed plants—their
mycelium forms a sticky, living network that binds soil
particles together, preventing erosion and nutrient loss
during rainfall. In this way, mycorrhizal fungi act as
ecosystem engineers.

Many mushrooms are the reward for a thriving my-
corrhizal relationship—truffles, chantarelles, porcini,
you name it—are the tasty result of an enriching con-
nection between fungus and plant. But beyond flavor,
mycorrhizal fungi are capable of restoring damaged
habitats by gathering radioactive materials and heavy
metals from the soil.

Organic growth

The architecture of a mycorrhizal urbanism is gener-
ated on site and involves in an incremental, organic

process—a system that keeps evolving and absorbs and
gives input to its surroundings. It’s a circular growth
that can be slow or fast, depending on the conditions.

A self-organizing, self-built organism can adapt more
quickly to adverse conditions than a fixed, cemented
process like Hyllie's current development, which aims
to be completed within a set timeframe. Hopefully,
this alternative process will result in a vibrant and resil-
ient community.

A symbz'otic circular process

Fungi is chaos, but it is a chaos misunderstood. Nei-
ther animal nor plant—they can’t fit into the binary
Linnaean taxonomy that is best suited for animals and
plants. They’re more like processes that can take several
forms, even though they belong to the same species.
This essence is translated to a mycorrhizal urban strat-

egy.

Composers make, decomposers unmake—and unless
the decomposers unmake, there won’t be anything that
the composers can make with. Fungi both make and
unmake worlds. They thrive in the mess that humans
make and produce mushrooms.

A mycorrhizal urbanistic approach enables circular
urbanism, as the byproducts generated by one element
are reintroduced and consumed by the mycorrhizal
interventions. The Hyllie that is there right now needs
an alternative, and the alternative needs to feed on
Hyllie—they help each other out. It’s not about com-
peting, but a symbiosis that results in mutual aid. The
municipality envisions Hyllie as the second city center
of Malmé, as if it was a tree planted at a distance from
the older, more established tree. For both to be able to
thrive, a nourishing network needs to be established,
one that even has its own character and lives in sym-
biosis with the trees. A shared mycorrhizal network in
Hyllie redistributes the wealth in the city.

Even the municipality acknowledges that Hyllie risks
creating segregated areas for those with higher income,
as newly built areas are accompanied by higher rents.
But a mycorrhizal urban development is focused on
healing—Tlike a decomposer fungus that builds matter
out of waste—empowering users and residents, mak-
ing a more democratic urban environment.

Malmé municipality claims that “Hyllie makes Malmé
whole.” It is envisioned as an integration project that

is available to all Malmé inhabitants, and a mycorrhi-
zal urban involution further weaves together areas in
Malmé with different challenges, becoming a further
attraction that could spark greater interest than Empo-
ria, the big events, and the eco-urbanist areas already
developed.

Standing in the shoulders of giants
Mpycorrhizal urbanism follows a long tradition of
dwelling—rooted in humanity’s earliest habits and
mirrored by other species as they create their homes
in the here and now. Vernacular form does not fol-
low fashion cycles. It is timeless, even unimprovable,
because it serves its purpose with quiet perfection. Its
origins lie in the distant past. It is ordinary yet gener-
ative architecture: allowing life to unfold, grow, and
adapt. Applied to the project site, mycorrhizal involu-
tion continues this vernacular lineage—reimagined for
contemporary needs and shifting conditions.

Life from the shadows

Connecting to the unseen fungal beings in the soil or
elsewhere—even inside us—enhances our connection
with our shadow selves. To appreciate the role of dark-
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ness (or the Other) in urbanism is to acknowledge that
light is only seen in the face of darkness. Architectural-
ly, space with too much light is merely a void, while the
magic happens in the shifting relationships created in
the interplay between darkness and light. Current Hyl-
lie has just o0 much light brought into it.

Modernism has for too long been concerned with
bringing excessive light and rationality into our mi-
lieus. A mycorrhizal urbanistic perspective invites us to
introspect the whole of our inner realities—accepting
both the good and the bad, the planned and the un-
planned, chaos and disorder—so that we can transcend
and more clearly perceive the here and now, rather than
focusing on the future and overplanning for uncertain
worries that may never arrive. An organic, unplanned
mycorrhizal urbanism breaks us free from the shack-
les of the straight line and our obsession with reason,
mathematics, and science.

The modernist surroundings of Hyllie

The contrast between the surroundings of the project
site is striking. Move away from central Hyllie across
the current traffic barriers of busy roads and you will
encounter a diametrically opposite urban ideal. Space
as ground instead of figure. Holma, Kroksbick and
Lindeborg have an uncanny spatial configuration

with separated traffic, large programmed open spac-
es—whether they are wide hardened surfaces or the
monotonous green asphalt of lawns. It’s certainly green
and lush, but devoid of vibrancy and life—imagine
how it is during the unforgiving Swedish winter where
the sun is scarce and comfortable leeward areas in the
open spaces are minimal or completely absent. Tower-
ing apartment blocks echo the screams of seagulls, and
the hardened surfaces amplify the hum of the traffic.
These areas are enclaves inhabited either by people with
low socioeconomic means in public housing rental
apartments or retired white Swedes in private condo-
miniums.

A mycorrhizal involutionary urban strategy reaches out
in an effort to weave areas together with Hyllie and
in-between them. It still respects them, as a mycorrhizal
network focuses more in connecting that in building.
Spontaneous spaces valuable to the inhabitants are pre-
served, like the improvised super-large playgrounds for
kids, that have appropriated the voids between some of
the housing blocks as car-free oases.

now and then around the world as isolated oases of
experimentation.

We believe that a mycorrhizal intervention at the large
open field at project site offers an ideal platform and

a launchpad for this type of process. After the hyphal
bridges have started to form a mycelial connection in
Hyllie, the mycorrhiza involves—users, like a fungus’
spores, are spread over to the large former agricultural
field a new process.

An experimental spore-driven process
The municipality together with stakeholders in Hyllie

tries out a radical grassroots process where an open-
call is promoted to all citizens of Malmé. The vision
is a co-created district, where public actors focus on
empowering decentralized actors such as households
and community organizations. The inhabitants of
mycorrhizal Hyllie are prosumers—a transition from
consumerism to prosumerism. Instead of moving into
a ready-made urban form, its morphology mirrors the
complex relationships in-between its dwellers.

In a never seen before process for Malmé, the interest-
ed stakeholders assemble and, together, they analyze
the site in person and gather in groups depending on
their relationships in between each other and the proj-
ect site’s surrounding. The open-call and broad recruit-
ment and openness may appeal to those who usually
do not have a voice in urban planning, due to income
or social stigmatization. Someone maybe wants to start
a tiny-house camp, another build his own house close
to their relatives live in Lindeborg, or maybe a group
of hockey-loving friends want to try out rurban living
closer to Malmé Redhawks home-venue at Malmé
arena? The possibilities are endless and the scope worth
to continue exploring beyond this proposal.

A citizen’s assembly for Hyllie is created with open
meetings and workshops that take place in the areas
that can be built upon. This is sourcing from the col-
lective intelligence and the resources in civil society
and the economy. Hyllie Mycorrhizal lab, a melting pot
and a forum for the mycorrhiza to be growth out of is
established in the edges of the field where the quality of

soil is already compromised.

The iterations of the urban form of this development
are endless and the following are just a couple of the
futures that might emerge. The density of any type of
establishment will be proportional to interest.

Sites and services

To develop essential infrastructure—such as water and
sewage systems, electricity, and roads—the municipal-
ity and the mycorrhizal council could collaborate on
identifying strategic nodes for sites and services. From
these, development is allowed to (in)volve organically,
in a way that mirrors premodern urban growth pat-
terns.

1. Hyphal bridges

Build bridges, notr walls

Hyllie was born out of a bridge. Without Oresunds-
bron, there would be no Hyllie. We continue this
development, bridging over the sharp physical barriers
around the project site, like Ayphae (the branching fila-
ments that make up the mycelium) reaching out from a
fungi. (Mycelium refers to the network of hyphae that
grows in and on soil and other substrates.)

The process starts like the one in all physical systems—
the entropic process where energy moves “downhill”—
from where there is more to where there is less (like
heat traveling from your body out into the cool air
outside). The intervention happens where there is the
most activity and most potential for interconnected-
ness, bridging between the station and the green areas
of Dagvattenparken. We start from where there is—and
empty space is activated from the outside in, be it the
large open field or the voids formed by the tracks and
the motorway. In nature, resources often pass from
areas of abundance to areas of scarcity.

Hyphal bridges across tracks and road

The starting point is connecting the green spaces in the
project site, bridging with greenery and flows of bodies
(walking, cycling, crawling) between the parks. They
are an enormous resource—oases of silence and calm-
ness in the midst of the urban character of the station
area of Hyllie, and the “Ayphal” bridges will bring them
to life on a much larger scale. The exact position of the
bridges is aligned with the existing paths and flows in
the parks.

Connecting green areas with bridges

Dagvattenparken is underused and poorly connected to
Hyllie station square, despite its immediate proximity.
The well-functioning areas of Hyllie Vattenpark and
the carefully contoured green spaces of Dagvatten-
parken are therefore preserved, with their internal paths
integrated into a broader network of flows. Broken log
-walks in Hyllie Vattenpark are repaired and extended
to connect with Missparken and Dagvattenparken,
continuing the ecological corridor envisioned to run
through all of Malmé from Pildammsparken to the
coast.

The path along the axis between the station square and
Dagvattenparken is widened with an add-on bridge to
leave room for pedestrian and cyclists and thus con-
nect the square visually and spatially to the stormwater
park, introducing the hyphal network to visitors at

the square. The modular parts and railings along the
current path are moved and reintroduced in the hyphal
structure. The space that results inbetween the bridge
and the current path is gradually populated by struc-
tures.

Visual connection

Movement and flow as activators

It is not buildings that attract people, but the flow

of people and crowds. Improved flows create more
engagement and activate spaces. In the same way that
Emporia’s entrance voids draw you into the building,
the hyphal bridges encourage movement and invite you
to enter the world of mycorrhizal Hyllie.

Morphological adaptation to present
conditions

The bridges are bold spatial interventions that work
well with the large scale architectural spaces of Hyllie
station’s sunken tracks, and connects to the spaces of
the train platforms. Their vaulted form adapts to the
curved cross section of the tracks slopes—creating a
smooth transition between ground and bridge and an
inspiring space for bodies under it. Their architecture is
as articulated as the columns that support the platform
overdecking, creating a cohesive whole while delineat-
ing recent additions.
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Vaulted bridge architecture adapted to its surroundings

Their physical high resolution structure acts as a noise
buffer for the constant passing of trains, helping to
reduce the overall sound load. The bridges are prefabri-
cated in wood (and can include reused building mate-
rial), allowing for high precision through off site fabri-
cation, and are lifted into place to minimize disruption
to rail traffic. They also function as ecoducts, with
greenery on both sides of them for letting non-human
species move across the traffic barriers.

Building 1:1

The exact location where the bridges land is thought-
out in the smallest possible scale, to minimize resource
waste. They are quasi-surgical interventions that are
adapted to what s in place. Instead of form following
function, form follows resources.

1
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A bridge lands carefully besides the rain wall in Vattenparken

A grid for modular extension
The bridges are open-ended structures that allow a
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Zoning the other way around

When the configuration of the mycorrhizal urban
process starts to take form, buildings rise, inhabitants,
non-human species and life starts thriving in the area,
maybe it’s time—if the inhabitants find it appropriate
to preserve the character brought forward by the my-
corrhiza—to create the general guidelines and a possi-
ble zoning for the area.

instead of

Instead of an urban form being straightjacketed into a
previously (usually 5 or 10 years before the first mov-

ers) decided plan, a gradual adjustment is achieved to

better be adapted to the unique needs and idiosyncra-
sies of every actor and phase of the urban process.

Higher resolution plot distribution

Small plots benefit smaller actors like artists, non-com-
mercial cultural associations, newly started companies
etc. They are more affordable and promote greater
diversity of business types and spatial arrangements,
adapted to local ecologies and uses. They even re-

duce the feeling of alienation inhabitants may feel in
apartment complexes with more than 12 apartments
per stairwell, as this generally decreases the feeling of
community according to Hyllie General Planning doc-
uments.

‘This makes mycorrhizal Hyllie a melting pot for cul-
ture, community theater, entrepreneurs, boot-strapped
enterprises, and artists — leading to the often quoted
maxim ‘the city with most symphony orchestras, ballets
and theatres wins’.

Fungal (or programmatic) variation

In nature’s mycorrhizal networks, fungi species vary
and interweave into each other. They may be hard to
discern, but nevertheless they work together. In the
same way, program in mycorrhizal urbanism is reflected
in a variety of functions (like a school, office, housing,
or cultural premises) that intertwine both spatially and
programmatically into each other and appear wherever
the function is needed.
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Self-built and crafted

For several hundred years, the Western narrative of
modernity and progress has gradually devalued use-
fulness, utility, craftsmanship, and collective effort in
favor of autonomous individuality and artistic beauty.
We have drawn divisions between nature and culture,
art and craft, independence and dependence, and care
and architecture. The production of architecture has
become closely tied to the figure of the singular, cre-
ative, named male genius—positioned as both author
and originator.

In contrast, hand-made, small-scale, and collectively
devised methods do not destroy the local micro-hab-
itats and let the development happen slowly, making
space for other species and life to adapt and, if that

is the case, negotiate the space, like rabbits or birds
already living there—contrasting with a bulldozer that
means ecocide for all living beings on its way.

Mpycorrhizal building is a process of (un)building an
unfinished product—carried out through a bodily,
almost meditative process where its agents are engaged
in the here and now, engaging their senses rather than
working with abstract notions at a distant drawing
board, disconnected from lived reality.

Topographical adapration

A stone throw from the project site we even find Krok’s
windmill. An odd typology with a slightly skewed ge-
ometry that suggests that the Hyllie that was can once
become again at the project site. Building slowly and
by hand creates an urban form that follows terrain, and
topography is thus readable in the mycorrhizal struc-
ture.

In contrast to mostly all of build up Malmé—inhab-
itants usually boasting that it’s super flat and thus
“everything is ridiculously close to everything else’—
both the project site and the reflection site are full of
height differences, all of them man made, being it the
ramparts along the tracks, the lowered motorway and
tracks, the mounds of Kroksbicksparken, the earth-
work mounds in Hyllie’s newly build parks, or the
slightly rolling quality of the large field. The mycorrhi-
zal strategy adapts to the terrain without disturbing the
soil.

The initial interventions around the field are deliber-
ately careful, respecting even the slightest variations

in terrain. The short slopes along the cycling/walking
path to the Hyllie Vattenparksgata bridge are populat-
ed by small buildings—some on stilts, others ground-
ed—gently resting on the slope. They form a threshold

gradual spatial extension, facilitated by a modular sys-
tem that can easily be extended through the rail tracks
or across the motorway.

It’s a network/grid that can be extended in the future
depending on the need, like modern Rialto bridges
that can house a variety of programmatic functions,
like shops and facilities. There are few sights that seem
to attract people more than a bridge with houses on

it. The beams are dimensioned to withstand a possible
full-scale decking over in the future with heavier build-
ings on it.

Modular grid structure supported in the spaces between tracks

Connecting to Mallbo

Phase two of the bridging connects the Mallbo residen-
tial area to the open field. The area has been thoroughly
leveled and its architecture will stand in stark contrast
to the character of the mycorrhizal interventions. To
mediate this transition, three hyphal bridges span the
rail tracks, linking Mallbo’s street network to the site of
the participative spore-driven process. The bridges de-

scend gracefully, adapting to the preserved topography
of the field.

Extended hyphae

Tygelsjostigen, Sweden’s longest willow tree avenue,
is enlarged and reinforced by extending it and going

between the elevation differences, offering sectional
richness and creating intimate spaces along the curving
lines of the paths that trace the field’s edge—where the
superb quality soil reaches the feet of the new struc-
tures.
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Crafting identity

This points toward a necessary transition away from
mass-produced buildings and toward more hyper-per-
sonalized, mycorrhizal modes of development. These
approaches resonate with the possibilities introduced
by the Third Industrial Revolution, where digital
fabrication tools such as 3D printers allow for on-site
production of customized components or even entire
homes. With the support of emerging Al systems, in-
dividuals in mycorrhizal Hyllie could design, test, sim-
ulate, and fabricate dwellings tailored to their unique
needs and local climate conditions. In this paradigm, a
home is no longer a commodity. The logic shifts from
“buying shelter” to “crafting identity”.

3. Mushrooms in

the field

Site repair from the outside in

The mycorrhizal intervention focuses on the places
which need the most care. These are the borders be-
tween elements—damaged and neglected areas within
the project site plots. They are typically found in zones
with poor soil quality, such as the outskirts of the field
and the open area that has functioned as a temporary
building booth allotment. Starting the other way

around—by focusing first on the areas with the high-
est spatial and environmental qualities—defeats the
purpose of repair. Leftover spaces act as catalysts for
engagement and life, just as fungi emerge from decom-
posing and dead matter.

Building in the boundaries of the field creates a clear-
er connection with the surrounding Lorensborg area

as there is housing close by. Local fauna (regarding
observations of red-listed birds such as nesting oyster-
catchers) will hopefully come back year after year as the
center of the field is left intact. Dwellers may gradually
interact with the preserved soil for production or food
or building material. The large seaberry bushes along
the field may be removed depending on the users, as
they are quickly growing and abundant in Skine. The
rainwater pond houses biodiversity in it, and its natural
properties are preserved and the maintenance process
(like the trimming of its reed) can be used for building
materials in the urban mycorrhiza.

The power of organic geometry

The irregularity of form brought forward by an organ-
ic self-built and self-organized process is organic and
arises from personal preference and engagement. There
are sheltering roofs, streets and alleys of varying widths,
small, large and irregularly formed squares—devised
for a countless variation of activities such as collective
sports, vegetable market, political demonstrations or
flee markets— arcades, sheltered walkways, stairs to

sit on by the street, small parking lots for your bicycle
or carpool, building of different shapes, height and
widths, awnings that filter sunlight beautifully, gardens,
pergolas and green-covered paths, secret paths, porch-
es, columns of different widths, workshops, places to
dance and sleep, open stormwater management, bridg-
es over buildings, framed views, street and public art,

through the area all the way to the Pildammsvigen/ 2

Annetorpsvigen roundabout, where it can once again
cross the traffic and reconnect with its original route.
With hope for the future, it may continue to grow in
symbiosis all the way to Kulladal, where traces of the
old railway tracks still exist as the main cycle path from
the city to Svagertorp.

These hyphae in a spatial form connect the areas di-
rectly, which creates cycling lanes that are fast, require
less physical effort, and are a competitive alternative to
motorized traffic.

To cover or not to cover

To motivate the covering of both the rail tracks and
Annetorpsvigen at the project site is, at this moment,
not entirely feasible, as it remains a highly costly al-
ternative. Decking over highways and rail tracks is a
relatively recent and uncommon solution, where the
long-term consequences, benefits and costs are still un-
certain. Overdecking tends to be expensive, not only in
construction but also in maintenance—often requiring
extensive repairs, as seen in Slussen and Sergels torg in
Stockholm, where ongoing issues ultimately led to the
demolition and complete redesign of Slussen.

We argue that the current uncertainty is too high, and
a precautionary approach is more appropriate. It avoids
a large up-front investment that may prove unneces-
sary within a few years or decades. What if, in the near
future, cleaner electric vehicles and traffic-as-a-service
render the need for costly overdecking—such as tun-
nel ventilation systems—obsolete? In a more distant,
utopian future, Ringvigen could even be restored to a
natural causeway acting as a ring of greenery around
Malmé instead of being the desert of asphalt and barri-
er it is today.

For Trafikverket, the piecemeal building strategy of
careful bridging between nodes of activity is a more
economical and quicker approach in contrast to any
large covering of tracks or highway. The prohibition of
dangerous goods passing through Citytunnel make it
favorable to a more ad-hoc approach of both program
and function in the proposed mycelial bridges.

2. Spreading spores

Participative and large-scale experimental urban de-
velopment processes are alarmingly rare. In Malms,

the colorful building of Bo100 is one of the closest
examples, though it operates at the scale of a single
block. Incremental housing approaches have been
tested in parts of the Global South. Lucien Kroll’s un-
conventional and mediating design process for student
housing in Brussels offers a rare example of architecture
with the aim of not imposing itself on its users. Ooster-
wold in Almere shares some similarities with a mycor-
rhizal urban involution. Participatory processes emerge

Axonometric projection (not to scale)
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the surrounding urban ecology. Its movable, small-scale
building morphology absorbs rainwater, provides shade
and shelter for non-human species, adapts to flooding
by easily shifting programmatic functions, and adjusts
according to population changes.

Organic tectonics

Parts of the structure resemble traditional half-timbered
buildings found in Skine—even Malmé has its own
examples. The Hyllie hyphae adopt this structure where
needed, allowing for modular growth and the incorpo-
ration of new functions. Let us have tolerance for the
twisted and crooked—just like us humans, who are not
symmetrical. We appreciate friction, irregularity, and
imperfection. That’s what makes something truly beau-
tiful and why we tend to love old houses more.

Architectural elements take on an organic form, like
clay roof tiles in large, beautiful pre-industrial roof. It is
a non-industrial material that adapts to the shape in-
stead of the other way around, as is the case with many
modern materials where the shape adapts to the parts.
Mpycorrhizal architecture has a high-resolution detailing
that is missing in the other buildings like the prefab-
ricated industrial materials in the facades of the Arena
and Emporia.

different roofing materials like sedum, solar panels, or
straw, hyper-modern facades made out of energy-pro-
ducing algae, and an endless myriad of urban elements
that is limited by the creativity of the community.
Programming a rich and complex urban configuration
in advance is impossible, and the mycorrhizal urban
strategy is envisioned as a way to make it happen.

These characteristics even allow a higher degree of spa-
tial complexity that favors non-human species. Birds,
insects, and other animals find their own sheltered and
favorite places instead of having to do with the typical-
ly reflective, industrial and monotonous surfaces that
bring a sure death to them.

The high variability in morphology generated by the
mycorrhizal process is in many ways as rich as what
unfolds inside Emporia—with its 200 shops and
meticulously planned, spectacular architecture—but
here it acts as a democratic and open counterbalance,
potentially even more attractive than the shopping mall
thanks to the personal visions and uses shaped by and
for its users.

A polyphonic song

In this urbanistic ideal, the organic and seemingly
complex and conflictive geometry mirrors the inner
struggles, victories, and multiplicity of a thriving com-
munity, in contrast an urban form that mirrors a popu-
lation straightjacketed into a ready-made form, in other
words the oppressive quasi-militaristic rationality of the
modernist modus operandi.

It is a polyphonic construction that sings the voice of
all its individual inhabitants instead of everyone surren-
dering to the same voice. Its cross section being a
3D-landscape of experiences that you feel with your

whole body.

Climate adaptation

The built-in resiliency and adaptability of mycorrhizal
involution future-proofs Hyllie for shifting climate
conditions such as unpredictable rainfall, rising sea
levels, drought, heatwaves, compromised food systems,
infrastructure challenges, economic disruption, and
migration. Like fungi have done for billions of years,
the adaptive, self-built, and self-organized character of
mycorrhizal Hyllie increases its chances of withstanding
periods of disruption while simultaneously supporting

A reversed traffic pyramid

The urban form of mycorrhizal Hyllie follows the re-
versed traffic pyramid, where pedestrians are prioritized
above all else. The car is pushed to the margins—placed
at the outskirts of the urban form, yet still connected
to the city’s car-centric structure. This marginalization
stems from a critical reassessment of the car as a “safe”
mobility choice. As vehicles have grown heavier and
larger, pedestrians and cyclists have been blamed for
their own vulnerability, while the real danger lies with
the increasingly dominant car. We often speak of “un-
protected road users™—but who is truly the threat here?

Space as figure

The mycorrhizal intervention leads to positive outdoor
spaces in a figure-ground diagram: the streets become
spaces for dwelling, not only a space for transportation.

Patina is sometbz’ng you waz’tfor

An organic build allows patinating, creating a human
scale. Natural materials like wood, locally sourced clay,
stone, (or re-used building parts from industrial build-
ings with shifting usage) become more beautiful the
more time it passes. The qualities of natural materials
soothe and create a harmonic ambience. They are easier
to reincorporate and maintain in a circular way than
the industrial components of many of Hyllie’s current
buildings, whose materials tend to degrade without
gaining character.

Building materials may range from 3D-printed and lo-
cally sourced to timeless craftsmanship or prefabricated
elements—depending on what best serves the commu-
nity in each moment.

Climatic conditions

Climate in Scania is rainy and gray, for most of the
year people are indoors longing for sunny and warm
weather. Mycorrhizal urban form creates a larger variety
of spaces that are adapted to the usage of space, pro-
viding sheltering roofs, arcades and a myriad of shel-
tered corners from the ruthless Scanian wind. While
Southern Hyllie already features a fragmented housing
block geometry to prevent wind tunnels and offer
some shielding, the mycorrhizal urban form amplifies
this many times over. Its high-resolution morphology
enables the creation of south-facing pockets protected
from wind—wherever users discover such opportuni-
ties during the design and building process. Wherever
it occurs, the compact geometry is a superb way to
shield from the icy winds.

Self-sufficiency

The non-linearity of the mycorrhizal urban process
allows and encourages the self-sufficient administration
of the area. The preservation of the large open field and
the piecemeal development around the field instead of
over it or across it allows for negative externalities to be
kept inside the plot.

Wastewater is kept within the site and treated locally,
stormwater is absorbed through the permeable surfaces,
and energy can be generated on-site through solar pan-
els or shared geothermal systems—reducing dependen-
cy on external infrastructure and fostering a resilient,
self-sustaining community.

And beyond...

The spatial configuration that can be brought up by the
mycorrhizal involution in the area is limited only to
the fantasy of its dwellers. Who knows what its creative
inhabitants will bring to life?

4. An urban

involutionary
process

The system reaches further outward through invo-
lution, through connection rather than control. In
contrast to modernist expansionist urban policy, a
mycorrhizal involutionary urbanism makes use of what
already exists.

Connections are created between the nodes in mycor-
rhizal urbanism, where (as it is the case with tress in
nature), younger nodes have few connections and older
more, enabling traveling and flows between areas of the
network. Well-connected hubs make it possible to tra-
verse the network in a small number of steps.

Hyllie Stationstorg’s hyphae and mush-

rooms

Mpycorrhizal additions bring liveliness, shelter, and
identity to an otherwise desolate, windy and cold
square. The organic and self-built character of mush-
room-like wooden towers contrast with the generic
buildings of the square—and act as companions to the
lush beech trees. Light-weight structures like these are
suitable here as the overdecking dimensions over the
square do not allow heavy buildings on top. They are
one of the starting points of the mycorrhizal strategy in
Hyllie that draws in and connects to people arriving at
Hyllie station.

Wind conditions are improved as the network attaches
to the high-rise buildings (whose smooth geometry
creates strong downwash effects), that obtain new pro-
grammatic and structural variation that breaks down
and diverts the wind flow. Well-needed cafés, exhibi-
tion areas, small shops and restaurants are added by the
mycorrhizal network in an area dominated by a few
multinational food franchises.

A series of canopies pop-up like mushrooms where they
are most needed, by inviting the experts on the site—
the citizens that move around and in the square often
be it for job or leisure—to be part in the mycorrhizal
process and co-create the environment that improves it.
Hyperlocal additions in existing building corners add
shelter and sunspots with minimal intervention.

Bridging over Annetorpwiz’gen

In the future, the mycorrhizal hyphae could provide a
green bridge over the motorway from Missparken to
the housing area in the north, enabling the formation
of a connected mycorrhizal network of new functions
and flows—together with the enhanced bridge at Hyl-
lievangsvigen. The crossing over the motorway from
Malmémissan can get further mycorrhizal interven-
tions and act as a sound barrier in the street, adding
liveliness and enhancing flows.

Cycling quickly from Holma to Hyllie
To the north of the field, Holma is physically separated
from the field by large mounds—Ieftovers from the
construction of housing and infrastructure—that were
put in place to block noise from the motorway. These
could be bridged over by the mycorrhizal structures

in the future. A spectacular hyphal cycling bridge rises
up from the main pedestrian and cyclist thoroughfare
through Holma, connecting to the mycelial network in
mycorrhizal Hyllie.

The Pildammsvigen connection

Connected directly to central Hyllie from the city, it’s
just 4 km—a 15-minute quick bike ride if you follow
Pildammsvigen. This road will be modernized into a
more-bike friendly and scenic boulevard, already lined
with tall, lush trees. The mycorrhizal connection will
tie into this evolving green corridor. Planned devel-
opments along Holmas edge towards the street will
provide further “nutrients” to the urban mycorrhizal
network in Hyllie.

Roundabout to Lorensborg

The large roundabout to Lorensborg by Kulissgatan is
in the future transformed to a local pocket park, as the
traffic around it calms down due to further traffic miti-
gating measures.

Vattenparken

Vattenparken is connected to the mycorrhizal net-
work by integrating rainwater management strategies,
enhancing its didactic value. We break the asphalt in
Vattenparken to enable better stormwater handling,
and parts of it are reused where needed within the my-
corrhizal network.

Malméomdssan

The mycorrhizal hyphae also extend beyond the project
site, creating new spaces for diverse uses along the blind
facades of adjacent buildings, such as Malmémissan—

with its utilitarian exhibition hall walls and integrated

parking garage.

amber entrance gapes as the mouth of a hungry
whale-monster. The urban mycorrhiza simply joins the

party.

Towards shared mycorrbhizal networks

Separated fungal networks can fuse with each other.
Together, they can create vast, complex, and collab-
orative systems of shared mycorrhizal networks. The
mycorrhizal involution jumpstarted in Hyllie has a
potential to spread to other parts of Malmg, and heal-
ing it further.

Possible phases and an open-ended fu-
ture

The geometries proposed are not intended as final iter-
ations. They may be truncated by unforeseen purposes;
the development might become higher, denser, or more
dispersed than envisioned, and the functions may shift
in response to Malmd&’s adaptation to changing global
and local conditions. These future scenarios may differ
in appearance, yet they share a common mycorrhizal
structure beneath—in the same way as the same species
of fungi can take on different and unexpected shapes in
nature.

Fungi gone wild

In a time ahead, when the mycorrhizal network has
taken hold, its system expands even further. The myce-
lium continues to grow and now even connects to Hyl-
lie Station’s round canopy—doesn’t even it resemble a
mushroom, with its circular skylights and people-spores
dispersing from its core all over Hyllie?

Spectacular pedestrian bridges and elevated walkways,
winding cycling paths that twist around the tall build-
ings—these are possible outcomes of a successful my-
corrhizal urbanism, increasing the site’s urbanity and
the presence of more and more bodies in motion.

Even Hyllie’s existing architecture seems to join in—
Hyllie Point, for example, could be read as a centipede
striding playfully down the street—while Emporia’s

An(other) Hyllie

3D-city building

Humanity’s history is one of technological evolution.
Impending innovation—whether it be artificial intelli-
gence, decentralized energy and production systems, or
the gradual lowering of marginal costs toward zero—
points toward a democratization of technology. In the
future, everyone may be a pilot, a builder, a theorist—
you name it.

In this speculative vision, our traditionally two-dimen-
sional cities, shaped by flat drawing boards and car-ori-
ented infrastructures, begin to involve into three-di-
mensional urban fabrics. Roads give way to aerial and
vertical modes of circulation—robotic drones, and au-
tonomous vehicles enable 3D-city building. Mycorrhi-
zal involution aligns with this new paradigm, and can
be approached from above, below, and all directions.

A “non-object” object

Central Hyllie’s planners’ ambition of creating an “en-
semble of objects” is in a way complemented with an

organically 7nvolved urban structure, that will impact

its skyline positively.

Hyllie’s explicit vision of becoming more beautifil from
land (in contrast to how cities are usually more beauti-
ful when seen from the water) will hopefully be posi-
tively impacted by the spontaneous and organic mor-
phologies created by the mycorrhizal development. The
former agricultural field is envisioned in Gestaltning-
sprogram_for Hyllie as a high-visibility location for an
“object”—the mycorrhizal intervention goes beyond
this—introducing an “non-object” organism that will

be able to be seen from far beyond Hyllie and attract
the curiosity of both visitors and non-visitors alike.
Bodies will be drawn into the new mycorrhizal struc-
ture and its vitality, freedom, and excitement—sensing
the difference between its inside and the surroundings,
moved in a hopefully spiritual and mysterious way, as
fungi have moved organisms on our planet since the
beginning of time.

Regarding identity, this will allow Hyllie—until now
largely uniform and indistinct—to house and plug-in
into Malm&’s (and ultimately, any thriving cosmopoli-
tan city’s) multiplicity of identities.

The power of narratives

This proposal is not a blueprint. It is a question, not an
answer. A narrative, a feeling, a ghost—perhaps even

a hallucination. Will it work? Maybe not. But what if
it does? Mycorrhizal involution is a heartbeat that ani-
mates Hyllie’s scattered limbs with connection, breath,
and meaning. It is not about shaping the future—its is
about enabling it to shape itself.

The ghost of a fungus

All radical ideas begin as ghosts. Just as the abandoned
dream of the Scandinavian Tower perhaps gave birth
to the Hyllie of today, so too might this project shape
what follows.

As urban researcher Fredrik Torisson writes, the ghosts
of Hyllie matter. Past ideas that were never built cast
shadows—shaping what comes next not through logic,
but through their lingering influence.

This is not about certainty. It is about making space for
dreams to take root in the real. We must dare to pro-
pose the impossible, to breathe life back into the ouro-
boros of urbanism—endlessly cycling, mending, and
regenerating. Let us remember what less than a century
of functionalist orthodoxy made us forget: that cities
grow best when they are lived first and drawn later.
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